
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1491 March 12, 2015 
Americans’’ that examined the process we 
have in place today for drug and device de-
velopment. 

We have received over 80 comments al-
ready, and have shared those with the staff 
of all members on the committee. 

Our committee also has a bipartisan staff 
working group that has been meeting for 
around a month now, learning more about 
the key agencies involved in biomedical re-
search and development. 

We have with us today Dr. Francis Collins, 
Director of the National Institutes of Health, 
which funds and enables much of the early 
stage research that leads to medical break-
throughs. And Dr. Margaret Hamburg, the 
head of the Food and Drug Administration, 
which regulates all the medical products we 
come in contact with. 

Dr. Collins wrote in 2013 that: ‘‘Drugs exist 
for only about 250 of the more than 4,400 con-
ditions with defined molecular causes. And it 
takes far too long and far too much money 
to get a new drug into our medicine cabinets. 
This is an old problem that cries out for new 
and creative solutions.’’ 

Since Dr. Collins wrote that, the number of 
conditions with defined molecular causes has 
increased to more than 5,400, yet the number 
of new drugs approved has not kept pace 
with these discoveries. 

Dr. Hamburg has said that ‘‘we are left re-
lying on the 20th century approaches for the 
review, approval and oversight of the treat-
ments and cures of the 21st century.’’ 

So today’s hearing is a perfect place for us 
to start—with the heads of these two critical 
agencies, both of whom have sounded the 
alarm on our existing process for drug and 
device development. 

This work will affect every single Amer-
ican—from a very ill patient who has run out 
of treatment options and is counting on the 
most cutting-edge drug, to an active child 
with asthma who’s hoping to run faster and 
farther with the aid of a new drug. 

I look forward to hearing from the wit-
nesses more about their thoughts on these 
five issues that Senator Burr and I identified 
in our report: First, it costs too much to 
bring medical products through the pipeline 
to patients. Second, as science and tech-
nology advance, the discovery and develop-
ment process takes too long for medical 
products to make their way to patients. 
Third, FDA’s responsibilities have grown to 
include many activities unrelated to the 
core function of regulating medical products 
to advance the public health. Fourth, the 
disparity in scientific knowledge at FDA and 
the fast pace of biomedical innovation are 
slowing, and in some cases, stifling innova-
tion in American medicine. Fifth, a working 
FDA is essential to continuing biomedical 
innovation in the United States and main-
taining America’s global leadership in med-
ical innovation. 

In the words of Andrew Eschenbach, the 
former Commissioner of the FDA and Direc-
tor of the National Cancer Institute: ‘‘We 
stand on the cusp of a revolution in health 
care. Advances in molecular medicine will 
allow us to develop powerful new treatments 
that can cure or even prevent diseases like 
Alzheimer’s and cancer. Tomorrow’s high- 
tech cures can also slash health-care costs 
and eliminate ineffective treatments.’’ 

I look forward to taking the first step to-
ward addressing these important issues. If 
we do it right, our work here will help im-
prove the lives of every single American. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL 
COMMISSION 

∑ Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, this 
week marks the 50th anniversary of the 
signing of legislation to create the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission, ARC. 

In the decade of the 1960s, intense 
poverty and economic struggle charac-
terized the existence for many people 
and towns running down the spine of 
the Appalachian Mountains. At the 
time, more than 19 million Americans 
were living in the Appalachian region 
and struggling to achieve the American 
dream. 

The magnitude and vastness of the 
challenges in Appalachia, which spread 
across many States, led the region’s 
Governors in 1960 to form the Con-
ference of Appalachian Governors to 
develop a regional approach for resolv-
ing these complex issues. 

In 1961, they took their case to newly 
elected President John F. Kennedy, 
who had been deeply moved by the pov-
erty he saw during campaign trips to 
West Virginia. Their efforts led to the 
creation of the Appalachian Regional 
Commission and a broad bipartisan co-
alition in Congress passed the Appa-
lachian Regional Development Act, 
ARDA, early in 1965. President Lyndon 
B. Johnson signed it into law on March 
9, 1965. It is a unique agency to this 
day, made up of one Federal co-chair 
and 13 Governors who serve as State 
co-chairs. It also receives local input 
on allocation of resources from the 
local development districts. 

Over the last 50 years, it has been 
able to inject Federal funds and lever-
age State and private resources to ad-
dress the deep needs of this region. 
Much success has been achieved, but 
yet much remains to be done. 

Poverty has been cut in half in Appa-
lachia from nearly 31 percent of the re-
gion’s people in 1960 to about 16 percent 
today. 

In 1960, only 32 percent of the Appa-
lachian population completed high 
school and 5 percent had a college de-
gree. Since then, the number of college 
graduates had increased four-fold to 21 
percent. 

One of the most critical challenges 
facing the Appalachian region in 1964 
was its relative isolation. With the aid 
of the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion, nearly 2,700 miles of highway de-
velopment routes have been built. 

Since 1965, ARC has financed nearly 
25,000 separate strategic investments in 
non-highway activities in the region, 
which includes $3.8 billion in Federal 
funds. The positive result has been that 
nearly three times that amount, $9 bil-
lion has been forthcoming in matching 
funds from other Federal, State and 
local funding sources. Better yet, ARC- 
financed investments in Appalachia 
have also leveraged nearly $16 billion 
in added private investment. 

I want to congratulate the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission on its 

50th Anniversary. I look forward to 
working with and supporting the fu-
ture efforts of ARC and the local devel-
opment districts as they continue to 
work with the States, localities and 
the private sector to build the economy 
of the Appalachian region.∑ 
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CELEBRATING KEMP MILL SYNA-
GOGUE’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
AND THE SERVICE OF RABBI 
YAAKOV ‘‘JACK’’ BIELER 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, this Sat-
urday, I will have the privilege and 
pleasure of visiting Kemp Mill Syna-
gogue, KMS, for a Melava Malka on the 
occasion of its 25th anniversary. KMS 
held its first service on March 17, 1990, 
attended by a group of 50 worshipers in 
a Kemp Mill home, and held its first 
services in its current location on 
Kemp Mill Road on Shabbat of Sep-
tember 19, 1998. The Modern Orthodox 
Synagogue is a vibrant and loving com-
munity where members of the con-
gregation gather to daven, learn, cele-
brate, and observe lifecycle events, 
smachot, and rituals together. 

In 1994, Rabbi Yaakov (Jack) Bieler 
officially became the first rabbi of 
KMS. As the leader of the KMS com-
munity, Rabbi Bieler has led and in-
spired the development of an ambitious 
program of shiurim, study groups, 
scholars-in-residence and educational 
programs. Weekly Divrei Tora by men 
and women enlighten the congregation 
by offering a diversity of perspectives. 
Youth groups and social activities con-
tribute to creating a warm and engaged 
community. 

Rabbi Bieler is a great friend and 
true leader in Maryland’s faith-based 
community. While he has been at KMS 
for over 20 years, his commitment to 
his faith and community has been a 
lifelong passion. Rabbi Bieler was 
raised in Bayside, Queens, and attended 
local public schools. In 1969, he grad-
uated from the James Striar School of 
Jewish Studies in New York, where he 
honed his mastery of Jewish texts. He 
spent the years of 1969 to 1971 studying 
at Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh in Israel. 

When Rabbi Bieler returned to New 
York, he studied at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, where he was ordained by the 
Rabbi Isaac Eichanan Theological 
Seminary. This prestigious program, 
which dates back to 1886, challenges 
and trains leaders of Judaism to hold 
fast to the ways of the Torah while re-
sponding to the questions and demands 
of modern society. During this time, he 
also pursued a master of arts in Jewish 
Education from the Ferkauf Graduate 
School of Education, completing his 
studies in 1974. 

While Rabbi Bieler’s studies prepared 
him to be a Jewish religious leader, he 
always sought new ways to share his 
knowledge with others. To this end, 
Rabbi Bieler has spent much of his life 
in the classroom. He served on the fac-
ulty and was a chairman of the Talmud 
Department of the Joseph H. Lookstein 
Upper School of Ramaz from 1974 to 
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